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Notes on a Scandi

Designer store Skandium is the brainchild  
of Chrystina Schmidt, 52, and her partner, 
Magnus Englund, 43 – both devotees of 
Scandinavian design. In 1998 the pair were 
living in London, working in fashion and 
deeply disillusioned. Then, on a trip home  
to Finland, they saw some cooking pots. 
‘Made by a company called Iittala, they were 
so simple – like a child would draw a cooking 
pot. The proportions were so pleasing, and 
the functionality totally innovative. It was the 
soul of Scandinavian modernism.’ 

Perhaps there’s something in the 
Scandinavian psyche that prefers the simple 
and straightforward? ‘I think so. It’s chilly, and 
dark for a long time, so we’re a bit pragmatic 
and a bit stoic and a bit square and boring, 
really.’ I see. But also a bit philosophical? One 
of the things that sells best at Skandium is  
a range of Moomin mugs. Schmidt has called 
the hippo-like characters ‘philosophical and 
gloomy’. Not like our Wombles, then, happily 
festooning their homes with rubbish. ‘No. 
There’s a lot of soul to the Moomins.’

Everything Schmidt sells has been crafted 
with painstaking attention. ‘And by people 
who had a clue. Someone like Kaj Franck, for 
example, who designed glassware for Iittala 
in the 1950s, and figured out how to make it 
pleasant to hold and use.’

When you pick up a glass like that, you can 
feel that intention, almost as if the designer 
handed it to you. ‘If something is produced 
with care, that comes through, because you 
leave your mark when you make an object – 
a bit of your soul, your essence. And little 
everyday things shouldn’t be underestimated. 
They’re the things that support us in life and 
give us strength.’ One woman, on a crusade 
to bring the work of unsung, heroic – 
possibly stoic – designers to light.

Skandium is at Marylebone W1 and  
South Kensington SW3, skandium.com
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